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These compelled the vicinage to purchase their security, by paying
a constant rent to them. When in their greatest height, they had
two great enemies,—the Laws of the Land, and the Lord William
Howard of Naworth. He sent many of them to Carlisle, to that
place where the officer doth always his work by daylight. Yet these
moss-troopers, if possibly they could procure the pardon for a con-
demned person of their company, would advance great sums out
of their common stock, who, in such a case, cast in their lots
amongst themselves, and all have one purse.
*" 4. Decay. Caused by the wisdom, valour, and diligence of the
Right Honourable Charles Lord Howard, Earl of Carlisle, who
routed these English Tories with his regiment. His severity unto
them will not only be excused, but commended, by the judicious,
who consider how our great lawyer doth describe such persons, who
are solemnly outlawed.—Bracton, lib. viii. trac. 2. cap. n—'Ex
tune gerunt capitt htpinum, ita quod, sine judiciali inquisitione rite
pereant, etsecum suttm judiciwn portent; et merito sine legepereunt,
qui secundum legem vivere recitsarunt?—'Thenceforward (after
that they are outlawed) they wear a wolfs head, so that they
lawfully may be destroyed, without any judicial inquisition, as who
cany their own condemnation about them, and deservedly die
without law, because they refused to live according to law.'
'" 5. Rttine. Such was the success of this worthy lord's severity,
that he made a thorough reformation among them; and the ring-
leaders being destroyed, the rest are reduced to legal obedience,
and so, I trust, will continue.'1—Fullers Worthies of England,
p. 216.
* The last public mention of moss-troopers occurs during the civil
wars of the I7th century, when many ordinances of Parliament were
directed against them.'—scott.
1. 207. ' This line, of which the metre appeals defective, would
have its full complement of feet according to the pronunciation of
tlie poet himself—as all who were familiar with his utterance of the
letter r will bear testimony/—lockhart. Unicorun*s. The reference
is to the arms of the Kerrs and Scotts, unicorns figuring in the one,
crescents and a star in the other. * The arms of the Kerrs of Cessford
were, Vert on a cheveron, betwixt three unicorns' heads erased
argent, three mullets sable; crest, a unicorn's head, erased proper*
The Scotts of Buccleuch. bore, Or* on a bend azure j a star of six
points betwixt two crescents of the first.'—scott. The arms of the
Scotts were said to be emblematic of their exploits as midnight

